The knowledge of healthcare professionals with regard to the treatment and prevention of head lice.
This study examined the knowledge and practice of healthcare professionals regarding the prevention and treatment of head lice 18 months after dissemination of local guidelines. A self-administered postal questionnaire was sent to all primary healthcare professionals (general practitioners and practice nurses), community healthcare professionals (community paediatricians, health visitors and school nurses) and pharmacists in South Staffordshire health district, UK. The overall response rate was 48% (range 24-63%). Compared to other groups: community healthcare professionals were more likely to refer to the guidelines and have adequate knowledge of treatment and prevention; pharmacists were least likely to refer to the guidelines; and primary healthcare professionals were most likely to have poor knowledge about prevention and treatment. Overall, healthcare professionals' knowledge regarding prevention methods was significantly better than their knowledge of treatment methods (63% vs. 5%, P <0.00001). In conclusion, the results of this study suggest that healthcare professionals' knowledge of control methods for head lice varies widely and is sub-optimal and may contribute to ineffective head lice control.